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Kenneth E. Brandt
Ken Brandt, long-time Rotarian and IFMR-NA member died
Thursday, October 20, 2016 in Elizabethtown, PA. I knew Kenny.
Kenny was my friend. The nearby picture of Kenny with IFMR
members at the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone is so apropos of
Kenny. There is not a time when I saw him that he was not wearing
his smile and usually surrounded by several friends.

At the end of the day Ken and Jean always joined the group of
riders in clean, pressed clothes while others of us remained in riding
apparel. I will miss Kenny and having a breakfast of scrapple with
him at Kuffy’s diner. He and Jean visited our home several times.
All my times with him are fond memories. Kenny got around.
Many in far-away places around the world will miss him too.
Kenny rode Harleys and the color was always black.

I first learned of Kenny and IFMR in the mid-90’s while living
in Sydney, Australia and a member of the Bondi Junction Rotary
club there. Fellow Rotarian and Harley rider Garry Cullen told me
of a great couple from America (Ken & Jean Brandt) who had been
with him on an International IFMR ride in the Australian states of
Victoria and Tasmania. I must meet them I was told. Fast-forward
to July 1, 2002, my first day of retirement, on the road for 12 weeks
(35,000 mi) visiting all 49 continental states of the USA (including
the Arctic Circle in Alaska), 7 Canadian provinces and Mexico.
Approaching Pennsylvania I telephoned Kenny and he welcomed
me to their home. A day with him learning about IFMR, he
showing me newsletters of old which he edited and served as
Secretary, this was my start in the IFMR world. Thank you Kenny
for that!

A card of sympathy or other memories may be sent to Jean at:
Jean Brandt, One Shybrook Ct., Elizabethtown, PA 17022-9872
With a feeling of loss,
Raymond E. Plue
Governor 2010-2011, District 6080
District Rotary Foundation Chair
Dean, District Leadership Academy 6080
President, Show Me Rotary Leadership Institute, PETS
International President, International Fellowship of
Motorcycling Rotarians

Enamored with the Australian international tour, Kenny
organized in September 2003, the America Started Here Tour,
Rotary Colonial Style. The 2 week tour visited 13 states and
Canada, visiting Niagara Falls. A large contingent of riders came
from the UK, Europe and Australia. Kenny divided the group in
half and asked me to lead a group.
Many, many, many
Revolutionary War sites and Independence sites together with
several Civil War Battlefields were visited. It was a tour of a
lifetime! My experience with the tour led to organization of The
Wild West Posse Ride in 2005 with 19 international riders
accompanied by Ken and Jean and Terry and Norma Skoglund.
Terry then later organized an international ride around the Great
Lakes. This was all stated to show that Kenny was the heart and
soul and huge promoter of international IFMR rides in America and
elsewhere. Of course we rode together on the UK tour following
the Rotary convention in Birmingham, England and the Canadian
Maritime tour following the Rotary convention in Montreal,
Quebec, Canada. He rode with the UK and European riders on the
polio ride to the New Orleans convention, this where riders from
across America converged on Baton Rouge prior to a fast police
escort into the city of New Orleans. For the Rotary convention in
Salt Lake City IFMR riders from the west met IFMR riders from the
east in Colorado and toured north to the Little Big Horn Battlefield
and following the convention toured the wonders of Utah and the
southern Rockies. Kenny and Jean were always there.

International website
www.IFMR.org

L-R: Kenny Brandt with friends, Jean Dores (past IFMR-NA
Membership Chair and host of a tent-camp at her ranch prior to
the RI convention in Los Angeles), Robin Wraight (UK Rotary RYLA
Chair and frequent tour participant), Raymond Plue (current
International President, IFMR), Jim Bell (PDG Bakersfield, CA).
Photo is overlooking the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone; on a
tour to the Rotary convention in Salt Lake City.
Link to Kenny Brandt’s obituary in his hometown newspaper.
http://tinyurl.com/hk2xf5x
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Banner Awarded to IFMR-NA
President,
By Ron McKinney, IFMR member and Rotarian in The
Rotary Club of North Mecklenburg, Cornelius, NC

The motorcycling fellowship is partly fun and that was the
theme recently at the home club of NA President Chris
Jones.
A banner had been prepared for presentation to his home
club and the instructions were that it be a surprise and that
President Chris be present. This effort began in July but
was not consummated until very late in September due to
Chris’s travels involving Rotary and his efforts with Stop
Hunger Now.
The day came when both Chris and the banner were
present. His club president was in on the affair and early
during the meeting a brief discussion of the Rotary
Fellowships in general was held, followed by the
recognition of the Huntersville-Lake Norman Rotary Club
as unique in that the NA President was a member.
Chris was called up and asked to take a seat. The banner
was unrolled behind him to the applause of all present.
Then the banner was rolled up and placed behind the
podium. President Chris had yet to view the club gift. At
the conclusion of the meeting his first words were,
“Where is it? I want to see”. Then many present went
outside for a group photo opportunity with Chris and his
club banner.

If you'd like to organize an IFMR ride in your area, just do it!
And let us know at editor@ifmr-na.org and we'll help you
promote it. You can also get help with planning and promoting
local rides from your Regional Director; and, if you're interested,
you can ask him to be designated as an official IFMR “Ride
Guide” (roughly equivalent to a Rotary assistant governor) to
help promote IFMR and organize rides in your area. Go for it!

Thanks go to Bob Shriner, Colleen Jones, Ken Dresser,
Ron McKinney, Kam Chandan and all members of the
Huntersville-Lake Norman Rotary Club.

For info on domestic and international IFMR rides, also check
www.ifmr-na.org and www.ifmr.org If you plan an IFMR event
in your area, send information about it to newsletter editor Juan
Yebra editor@ifmr-na.org and to webmaster Chris Jones at
webmaster@ifmr-na.org
* * *
Start planning your IFMR rides for 2016 now. Pick the date and
location, then let us know and we'll help you get the word out to
other IFMR members in your area. Also, let your DG, ADG, and
district bulletin editor know; and ask them to help you spread
the word among Rotarians who may not have heard of IFMR yet.
IFMR . . . Join, Ride, Share, Enjoy!!!

International website
www.IFMR.org
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Backroad Bob's Tips for Trips
Planning a successful IFMR ride Guide

IFMR-NA North Central Region

Bob Shriner
Past President & Master Ride Guide, IFMR-NA

Rory Windrim North Central Regional Director

I'm often asked for guidance in planning an IFMR event to get
the most participation and rider enjoyment. Here are a few things
I've learned from experience.

Greetings to all fellowship members and their partners.
First off, I’d like to welcome Heather Goodman, Mark
McSweeney, Ryan Dowell and Michael Mitchell to the North
Central riding fellowship. It has been a busy year for riding with
IFMR. There were rides in Virginia in May, a ride in Michigan
and a ride in Canada in September. There were also several rides
in the Western and Southwestern regions.

Usually 2-3 months is needed to get a weekend event onto
people's calendars and let them make plans to attend. Longer
events need even more lead time.
Start planning well in advance. Think of some likely routes
and possible dates. Aim for a route that will be interesting and
enjoyable to riders and their passengers. Don't make it too long –
about 200 miles of twisty roads will be take about six hours of
riding time, about as much as most passengers can endure.
Anything more than 220 miles of twisty roads will produce
complaints from passengers.

My wife, Judy, Gerry and Debbie Jackson and myself sponsored
a ride in Michigan in June. We were joined by riders from
Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio and North Carolina on a two day
ride along the west shore of Michigan. We started in Muskegon
and travelled up to Traverse City the first day then on to
Mackinaw City and beyond the second day. Springtime weather
is always iffy but we had great weather on Friday and not so great
weather on Saturday.

Plan to start at 9 AM and be back by about 5 PM. If really
necessary, you can push the start time up to 8:30 but not earlier. If
you're lucky and complete the ride before 5 PM, it will give
everyone time for more face-to-face fellowship together after the
ride.

True to our spirit we had two days of good riding and even better
fellowship at the end of each day. Also, contrary to most beliefs,
not all roads in Michigan are flat and straight.
Speaking of straight and flat roads (not), Gerry Jackson is
planning a ride for fall of 2017 around September/October. Using
Bellevue, Iowa as a base there will be a two day ride along the
Mississippi River area venturing into Illinois and Wisconsin. Judy
and I did a pre-ride with Gerry and were surprised by the great
riding available.

Allow about 2½ hours for lunch and pit stops enroute. You
may think you can get the group moving in 10-15 minutes after
making a 'short pit stop'; but you will find that it's VERY hard to get
a group moving again in less than 25-30 minutes. Even a 'quick
lunch' with a group usually takes more than an hour, so assume it
will take an hour and a half.

As always, we reach out to our Fellowship members for
information on areas to ride in and things of interest in these
areas. We also could use more Ride guides. This is basically a
contact person in each state that can steer a person to a contact in
an area of interest. They could also be the person to funnel
information to their Regional Director (me for the North Central)
so it can get into the newsletter.

Make your first pit stop no more than one hour from the
start. Remember, many will have been tanking up on coffee
shortly before the start and will need to stop in about an hour. Plan
on two pit stops after lunch.
Include a couple of special attractions along the way, if
possible. Allow plenty of time for stops and fellowship enroute.
Try to arrange 'meet & greet' events with local Rotary clubs, etc.

Ride often, ride safe, but also enjoy the fellowship of those you

Once you have a tentative decision on the likely route, then
pick a date. Try to avoid dates with big local sports events or other
events that will fill up area lodging places.
Once you have a date, start contacting lodges/motels that you'll
need to check availability and get written quotes for your group.
Ask for a few more rooms than you think you'll need, with
agreement to release unreserved rooms 3-4 weeks before the actual
date of use but with the group rate still available after the date if
vacancies are still available. That's common practice.
As soon as you have pinned down the dates, the route, and the
lodging details, put together and distribute an announcement
flyer with details. The sooner the better!
Finally, before the event, do a pre-run to check the road
conditions, travel times, and other details. Make changes as needed
based on the pre-run. You'll end up with a better event, and you'll
have more fun yourself.
International website
www.IFMR.org

Picture of the Lock #12 at Bellevue, Iowa
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Visit the IFMR-NA Store
www.ifmr-na.org/store.htm

for banners, shirts, caps, &
more!

Show IFMR pride
on your next ride

Stainless steel 12 oz travel
mug with IFMR logo
Great for coffee, tea, or your
favorite adult beverage! A
great way to 'show your
IFMR colors'!

IFMR long-sleeve blue oxford
button-down shirt
Great for club meetings and
beyond . . .
$40 delivered

NOTE: The logo will include
"IFMR-NA.org"

Now just $30
SHOP OUR ONLINE
SPECIALS
& SAVE BIG $$$

plus an IFMR bandana and
doorag
Now Just $27 for all 3!

www.IFMR-NA.org/store/specials.htm

IFMR member Carol Hannigan (left) and George enjoy breakfast with
IFMR Membership Director Larie Trippet (right) and wife Katie at
Kimmie’s Coffee Cup in Reno Nevada at Street Vibrations on Sept 24
2016. Street Vibrations is the 6th largest motorcycle event/rally in the
country. Not bad for the “Biggest Little City”.

International website
www.IFMR.org

850 miles later and I'm home after 6 awesome days of riding in
glorious weather and scenery. Awesome Rotacyclist Ifmr-na trip
once again. Thank you Carlton Pernell for hosting another
wonderful adventure. And a special shout out to my travel
companions for all 6 days: Judy & Rory Windrim and Duke
Dunlop. You guys are the best :)
Gerry Jackson, Springfield, Michigan
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